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Pierce School Council

Minutes—November 15, 2011
Council Members

* Pipier Smith-Mumford, Principal and Co-Chair 

Melanee Alexander, Parent 

* Carin Aquiline, Parent

* Amie Buchman, Teacher, K/1st Grade

* Lisa Goldblatt Grace, Parent

* Silvia Lee, Parent

* Melissa London, Teacher, 6th Grade

* Jennie Roffman, Parent

* Nancy Springer, Teacher, 4th Grade

* Karen Sutton, Parent and Co-Chair

* Sam Tolkoff, Parent

Gayle Van Hatten, Guidance Counselor 

* attending today’s meeting

Review of minutes from Oct. 6

Corrections to Literacy Team membership:

· remove Andrea O’Donnell

· add Susan Harvey, Anne-Marie Marcus and Beth Collins

List of attending members:

Include names of all members and indicate those attending (to help parents identify all members)

Review of Oct, 13 Principal’s Forum

Overall, very positive reviews of presentations from attendees’ feedback forms

Good turnout, though there wasn’t a question on the feedback form that asked why an attendee was there. Speculations:

-early in year 

- interesting topic

- feedback forms suggest that many people attended in part because they wanted to see/hear Pipier—suggestion that for future forums, more direct outreach be directed towards families new to Pierce

Question from feedback forms: Is there a push toward all teachers adopting Responsive Classroom and Developmental Designs?

District is moving towards adopting Responsive Classroom training as a district goal and are putting monetary support behind this training. This is at the recommendation of the district-wide Professional Development Council, i.e., it’s a goal coming from within the ranks of teachers.

Currently, the emphasis is on giving as many teachers as possible exposure to the programs, either through conversations/demonstrations by colleagues who have chosen to adopt it or by optional training. Experience has shown that teachers who become familiar with the program work some of it into their classrooms.

District Professional Development Day in November—a good number of Pierce staff did the one-day Responsive Classroom sampler, which gives enough information for people to start trying the program.

Update on Literacy Collaborative initiative

What’s been happening:

· All K-5 teachers have been trained in administering the assessments

· Literacy Team did a 2-day training where they discussed strategies for how to help teachers and parents understand the Literacy Collaborative approach and why Brookline has adopted it. 

· Literacy Team members will try out elements of the program. e.g. Pipier Smith-Mumford to do an interactive readaloud with a fifth-grade class.

Why Literacy Collaborative?

An attempt to bring more coherence to the elementary literacy program in Brookline. (Move from “a system of schools” to “a school system.”)

Desire for coherence especially important considering that across Brookline, over fifty percent of teachers are in their first five years in Brookline and  an increasing percentage of teachers are in their first three years in the profession.

Literacy Collaborative is an approach (not a program) that dovetails with much of what’s been done already (e.g. Lucy Caulkins, Stephanie Harvey). Instructional strategies of Literacy Collaborative are not all new to teachers, but are now being brought to the forefront of instruction.

Council members have heard some questions from parents about what the assessments are about.

· Perhaps emphasize to parents that teachers have always assessed students, though this particular assessment is new to many teachers.

· Make clear that “assessment” is a positive action—a focus on finding out what students know already to be able to teach to their instructional level.

· Acknowledge and explore the questions teachers and parents might have about what it means to “assess reading” in a kindergartner.

Literacy Team meant to be a resource and liaison to teachers and parents. One Council member asserted her comfort going to individuals on the team with questions. Another expressed the desire for all teachers to be given a fuller overview of the philosophy and approaches of Literacy Collaborative and the reasons behind the LC initiative.











(cont)

Suggestion that Patricia Kinsella, district coordinator for elementary ELA, take part of a Council meeting to give an open presentation on Literacy Collaborative.

Council Member Interest in Particular School Improvement Goals

Pipier Smith-Mumford: Literacy Collaborative

Melanee Alexander

Carin Aquiline: technology (instructional and learning perspective), Literacy Collaborative, Pierce Teaching and Learning tours

Amie Buchman: bullying (focus on pro-active prevention, like Responsive Classroom), Child Study teams

Lisa Goldblatt Grace: bullying (especially gender-based perspective)

Silvia Lee: math differentiation

Melissa London: Pierce Teaching and Learning tours; perhaps bullying

Jennie Roffman: bullying

Nancy Springer: bullying, mentoring, technology

Karen Sutton: technology (especially as it relates to bullying)

Sam Tolkoff: math differentiation, technology

Gayle Van Hatten: bullying

All members expressed their desire to serve as needed (i.e. their willingness to focus on whatever goal they were asked to focus on.)

See attached chart.

	
	Lit Collab
	bullying
	technology
	PT&L tours
	Math differentiation
	mentoring
	Child Study teams

	Pipier Smith-Mumford
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Melanee Alexander
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carin Aquiline
	X
	
	X (instructional)
	X
	
	
	

	Amie Buchman
	
	X (pro-active prevention)
	
	
	
	
	X

	Lisa Goldblatt Grace
	
	X (gender)
	
	
	
	
	

	Silvia Lee
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Melissa London
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Jennie Roffman
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Nancy Springer
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	

	Karen Sutton
	
	
	X (and bullying)
	
	
	
	

	Sam Tolkoff
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Gayle Van Hatten
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	2
	6
	4
	2
	2
	1
	1



