Pierce School Council
Minutes
October 6, 2011


Attending:

Pipier Smith-Mumford	Lisa Goldblatt-Grace  	Karen Sutton
Melanee Alexander	Silvia Lee	Gayle Van Hatten
Carin Aquiline	Melissa London	Sam Tolkoff
Aimee Buchman	Nancy Springer

Not attending:

Jennie Roffman

Meeting schedule for the rest of the year
November 15, 7AM   	March 13, 7AM
December 14, 6 PM	April 25, 7AM
January 11, 7 AM	May 9, 6 PM
February 8, 6PM

Principal's Forums

Two forums planned for this year. First will be held on Thursday, October 13.
School Council members are urged to attend.

October 13 forum will focus on the programs used by many teachers at Pierce to foster positive social skills and community: Responsive Classroom (grades K-5, www.responsiveclassroom.org) and Developmental Designs (grades 6-8, www.originsonline.org).

Dr. Smith-Mumford: "The philosophies behind these programs set the tone for the kind of community we want to build at Pierce."

The forum will have an interactive format. Those attending will have to choose a small group focused on one program or the other. However, the tenets underlying both programs are the same.

The content of this forum addresses Goal 3 of the School Improvement Plan.

Ideas for increasing attendance at the forums:
· Use language in invitations that invites commitment and input from parents (e.g Will you help create the vision of community that we want in our school?)
· exit survey--What brought you here tonight?
· using room parents to make personal invitations to parents
· incentives (e.g. free homework pass for child)--perhaps not equitable to those who cannot  attend?
· RSVP (has been used in the past without much increase in attendance)
· childcare (has been offered in the past without much increase in attendance)

Review of School Improvement Plan

Goal 1--Important development for 2011-12 is that Pierce has joined the Literacy Collaborative (LC) [www.literacycollaborative.org], a literacy network based at Lesley University. This year Pierce and Runkle were chosen as the two Brookline elementary schools to begin LC training.

Literacy Collaborative offers common language and a common approach to literacy development for teachers K-8.  It embraces the teaching of literacy development across the curriculum.

The school has formed a Literacy Team to lead this year's work:
Pipier Smith-Mumford
Mary Gabriel
Susan Harvey 
Laura West
David Weinstein
Emily Adams
Jamie Lyons
Beth Collins-Willis
[bookmark: _GoBack]Anne Marie Marcus


Goal 3: Kim Manasevit will attend an open conversation on "Cyberspace: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly" sponsored by B-CASA (Brookline Coalition Against Substance Abuse.)

For next meeting

Council members should review the School Improvement Plan and generate questions to help us consider how the Pierce community can work toward the various goals. Each member should also consider whether there is a particular goal or goals that s/he wants to actively work towards. 

Lisa Goldblatt-Grace will bring snacks.
